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about this wonderful opportunity I have been given by the association I have so 
much gratitude for.       

Q:  What are avenues for inspiration that you are exploring/intending to 
explore about your keynote? 

A: I recently saw a TedTalk presentation online that one of my staff members 
had picked out for our entire team to watch and then discuss at our monthly staff 
meeting for our regular development session. The presentation topic was about 
body language and messages we give others intentionally or unintentionally. 
The speaker spoke briefly about her own experience with her graduate school 
academic advisor and how her advisor reinforced to her that she was, indeed, 
supposed to be where she was, and how uplifting the message was from her 
advisor. This fits right in with how I want to address how advisors need to focus 
on establishing relationships with our students, even in these times of abundant 
social media and electronic communication. I think we should never dismiss the 
power of personal interactions and making our students believe we are in their 
corner to help them succeed. This can be a huge challenge if we have high 
student case loads, or students insist on only using electronic communication, 
but I believe it is worth it in the long run.   

  I also want to look as some of our own NACADA literature about 
advisor/student relationships.   I am sure the clearinghouse has some good 
resources for this topic, and as advisors we should all make use of what 
NACADA has provided for us.     

Q: Any emerging key messages for your talk?   

A: Every time I hire a new advisor, I always emphasize the one thing they need 
to do well is to establish a relationship with a student so the student will want to 
seek them out for assistance when needed. If academic advisors emphasize the 
personal interactions, and display a caring, supporting environment when they 
have students in front of them, I believe the students will pick up on this and seek 
out assistance more often, and feel more connected to our institutions.   

I also plan to address other key relationships which academic advisors 
should focus on to assist students such as; parents, other advisors at the 
institution, other key individuals/offices who advisors refer students to on a 
regular basis, etc.   The whole college experience is dependent on key 
relationships, and advisors need to make sure we are fostering strong 
relationships that will result in a positive, successful student experience.    

I also want to keep with the previous theme of “how do you as an 
advisor want to be remembered by your students?” This has such potential to 
help advisors reflect on how they currently interact with their students, and 
others, and how the messages they currently display are what they want or not.    



Q: Funny stories about prepping to address the NACADA crowd? 

A: In Minnesota, I was particularly focused on the two keynote presentations I 
heard. I thought both were done extremely well, and of course, I loved Charlie’s 
messages, and the song at the end. My first thoughts were about how nervous I 
was and thinking there is no way I could ever measure up to these two 
gentlemen. Then I soon realized that I don’t have to measure up, or compare to 
them in any way. No one will ever as good as Charlie Nutt as far as I am 
concerned, but I don’t need to be him, I just need to be me, and have fun with 
what I will be talking about. I don’t currently plan to include any songs or 
dances in my presentation, but who knows….. maybe there might be something 
else creative I can do.    

I also have the pleasure of being asked to give our annual ASU 
Academic Advising Keynote address this coming April. The planning committee 
has agreed to let me present on the same topic as Las Vegas, so I’ll have plenty 
of time to prepare and revise, if needed, after this April 2015 presentation. This 
audience will be much more intimate and will allow me to have some audience 
engagement, which is my presentation style preference. Maybe I can think of 
ways to still have audience engagement in Las Vegas as well by using this 
experience to practice.    

  We are definitely looking forward to hearing more from the man behind the 
keynote, Casey Self.  
 
We hope you look forward to hearing from us again next month! 	


